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First & Second World Congresses on Disaster Management - snapshots

Towards a Safer & Resilient Future

First World Congress was Inaugurated by
Dr.  A.P.J.  Abdul Kalam, the former President of India

 Second World Congress was Inaugurated by the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Shri N. Chandra Babu Naidu,
and Union Minister of Urban Development & Parliament Affairs Minister Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu was the Chief Guest.



Globally, five separate but interrelated frameworks and agreements adopted during 2015-2016 have 

defined the new paradigm of global development agendas till 2030.  They are: l  Sendai Framework for 

Disaster Risk Reduction (SF-DRR 2015-2030)  l  UN Sustainable Development Goals 2015-2030 (SDG)            

l  Paris Agreement on Climate Change Adaptation  l  Agenda for Humanity (One Humanity � Grand Bargain)  

l  New Urban Agenda 2016 � 2030 (NUA 2016 � 2030) 

The common theme that binds these frameworks and agreements together is building resilience to disasters 

and climate change for sustainable development. Community Resilience and Adaptation will be central with 

specific focus on vulnerabilities to children, youth, women, disabled, etc.

The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (SF-DRR 2015 � 2030) sought to build resilience through an 

overarching goal of substantial reduction of disaster risk and losses in lives, livelihoods and health and in the 

economic, physical, social, cultural and environmental assets of persons, businesses, communities and 

countries. 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) embedded disaster resilience in eight out of seventeen goals, 

making disaster risk reduction one of the most critical cross-cutting themes of development. Making urban 

habitations safe and disaster resilient (Goal 11) is another important agenda of SDG. The clarion call has been 

� END POVERTY, END INEQUALITY and END CLIMATE CHANGE.

The Paris Agreement on Climate Change outlined eight action areas for enhancing �understanding, action 

and support� for disaster reduction, while the Agenda for Humanity identified six specific action areas for 

enhancing investments on humanity. 

The New Urban Agenda (NUA 2016 � 2030) focused on three �transformative commitments� for sustainable 

urban development� that included commitments for environmentally sustainable and resilient urban 

development. Globally, there are exemplary initiatives such as 100 Resilient Cities and also within India, 

SMART city strategy that is targeting the urban development and safety.

National and local governments as well as regional and international organisations around the world are 

developing their strategies and plans of action for the implementation of the global agenda. 

Further, the UNISDR Global Platform on Disaster Risk Reduction in May 2017 is to address the issues of Risk 

Reduction and Development; and the learnings from this will also guide the deliberations and planning 

forward.

CONTEXT

3rd World Congress on Disaster Management 

Towards a Safer & Resilient Future

Building Resilience and Adaptation
for Sustainable Development



Revolving around the central theme of �Building Resilience and Adaptation for Sustainable Development� the 
rd3  WCDM-2017 would involve national and sub-national governments, scientific and technical 

organisations, academia, professional bodies, industry, civil society, practitioners, media besides the UN 
bodies and multi-lateral and regional organisations. 

The Third World Congress envisages to facilitate co-learning through dynamic information exchange, 
knowledge and best practices sharing, dwell on innovations and new models, enable sharing of new body of 
research; as well as honour the champions of disaster management, forge new partnerships, cultural 
exchange and social networking. 

rd
Together, 3  world congress community would strive to answer the following: 

Focus on Vulnerable Population (marginalized and deprived): What strategies, resources and activities would 
be urgently required to scale up efforts in promoting a people-centered approach to disaster risk reduction 
and community resilience? What measures which are age and gender-appropriate (children, youth, women, 
disabled, etc.) need to be considered in improving risk governance at the local and national levels?

What are current good practices across diverse cultures and conditions in ending poverty, inequality and 
climate change / disasters?

National, Sub-National, Regional and International Policy Regime: What measures can be taken to 
harmonize policies and align tools and metrics across the post-2015 development agendas nationally and 
locally? 

Localization: What concrete measures should be taken to address small recurrent disasters striking 
developing, least developed countries and small islands to help reduce the vulnerability.

What urgent actions are required to buildup resilience to disasters of vulnerable countries and communities to 
meet the 2030 development agenda.

rd
What 3  WCDM envisages ?

In this backdrop the 3rd World Congress on Disaster Management (3rd WCDM-2017)  would be deliberating 
on some of the most critical challenges of implementation specially in the ever changing scenario at national, 
regional and global levels focusing mainly on least developed and developing nations.

rdThe Mission of 3  WCDM

The core mission of the Congress is to share and reflect on knowledge, experience and good practices on 

different aspects of disaster risk management, among various stakeholders, across multiple sectors and 

disciplines, within and outside governments, and at all levels, for BUILDING A SAFE AND DISASTER RESILIENT 

FUTURE.

"The international community must "risk proof" development because disasters are taking a heavy toll on 
rich and poor countries as well as outpacing their ability to respond�
           - Former UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon
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The global frameworks and agreements could achieve their envisaged targets only if we have a safe and resilient world 

which is lesser impacted by disasters.  In other words, if disasters are not managed properly, the developmental targets 

may be delayed and/or may not be fully effective. Hence, the developmental professionals and disaster management 

practitioners need to work in hand-in-hand to address such concerns including Disaster Management. 

The Congress has been designed to focus on these concerns with experience based learnings, case studies, 

developmental pathways, inspirational discourses, knowledge summits,   and policy conversations. Various facets of 

entire ecosystem of Disaster Management starting from Policy, Planning, Prevention, Preparedness, Mitigation, to 

Response, Rehabilitation and Reconstruction would be covered during four days of deliberations encompassing various 

plenary, technical, poster presentations and exhibition. Additionally, there would be side events during the pre, during 

and post Congress covering the open sessions, local bodies meetings, and policy discussions. 

Key outcomes

  A stronger and more sustainable movement to reduce disaster risk and climate change worldwide that leads 
to increased responsibility for strengthening resilience to disasters, adaptation to climate change and 
sustaining development investments.

 A dynamic and trend-setting forum for decision makers, partners, experts and practitioners including 
representatives from among vulnerable children, youth, women and disabled, to announce initiatives, launch 
products, share information, promote campaigns, and provide evidence around disaster risk reduction.

Landuse planning and implementation

Drought and its impacts on children, communities and
implications for policy and practice -
case studies good practices, research and innovation

Clean and Renewable Energy research and solutions
Child Centred Community Based Adaptation (CCCBA)

Exclusion, marginalisation, vulnerabilities
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Health, Nutrition, Protection and Education targets
for Children and other marginalized sections

Food Security and Livelihoods - markets and
sustainability vis-a-vis droughts, disasters and 
climate vulnerabilities 

Water and soil conservation - policies and practices

Everyday Risks � Rail / Road / Aviation /
Surface accidents / Oil Spills / Fire / Forest Fires

Climate Change agenda in education and school curriculum �
Comprehensive School Safety Approach

Crowd Management in diverse contexts

v

Animals Protection, Rescue and Recovery
vis-à-vis Disaster Consequences 

Climate Action Plans of Governments �
review and inclusive approaches

Heritage / Museums / Art Galleries infrastructure
and Management vis-à-vis Disaster Impacts

Investing in disaster risk reduction for resilience.
Enhancing disaster preparedness for effective response (Build Back Better)

Robotics and Arti�cial Intelligence in Disaster Management'



 

Time Plan 07 Nov 2017 
Tuesday 

08 Nov 2017 
Wednesday 

09 Nov 2017 
Thursday 

10 Nov 2017 
Friday 

09:30 � 11:00 
hours 

Plenary 1: Plenary 1: Plenary 1: Plenary 1: 

11:30 � 1300 
hours 

Plenary 2: Plenary 2: Plenary 2: Plenary 2: 

14:00 � 16:00 
hours 

Parallel Workshop 
1 

Parallel Workshop 
1 

Parallel Workshop 
1 

Statement of 3rd

WCDM 
14:00 � 16:00 

hours 
Parallel Workshop 

2 
Parallel Workshop 

2 
Parallel Workshop 

2 
14:00 � 16:00 

hours 
Parallel Workshop 

3 
Parallel Workshop 

3 
Parallel Workshop 

3 

Set up Exhibition 14:00 � 16:00 
hours 

Parallel Workshop 
4 

Parallel Workshop 
4 

Parallel Workshop 
4 

 

14:00 � 16:00 
hours 

Parallel Workshop 
5 

Parallel Workshop 
5 

Parallel Workshop 
5 

14:00 � 16:00 
hours 

Parallel Workshop 
6 

Parallel Workshop 
6 

Parallel Workshop 
6 

Evening Cultural 
Programme 

Group Photo

on the Beach 

Award
Ceremony

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL FEATURED EVENTS

07 November 2017

08 November 2017

09 November 2017

�MAKE MY SCHOOL SAFE�

�MAKE MY CITY RESILIENT�

�AWARDS CEREMONY�

500 CHILDREN OF VISAKHAPATNAM TELL THEIR STORY

CITY MAYORS OF THE WORLD SHARE THEIR GOOD PRACTICES

AWARDING THE DISTINGUISHED IN DISASTER MANAGEMENT

 

 

 

 

RD
HIGHLIGHTS OF 3  WCDM

8 PLENARIES 

18 PARALLEL SESSIONS

150 SPEAKERS

100 COUNTRIES                  

2000 DELEGATES                

UN ORGANISATIONS         

REGIONAL BODIES             

EMINENT SCIENTISTS        

SENIOR POLICY MAKERS

PROFESSIONALS

ADMINISTRATORS

SCIENTIFIC BODIES

A� CADEMIC INSTITUTIONS

CORPORATES

MEDIA

CIVIL SOCIETY

HUMANITARIAN ORGANISATIONS

PRACTITIONERS

ACTIVISTS

EXHIBITION�
POSTER PRESENTATIONS

FILM SHOWS

AWARDS

CULTURAL PROGRAMMES

Tentative Schedule 
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06 Nov 2017 
Monday 

 Arrival of 
Delegates 

v

Registrationv

Pre-Conference 

Events

v

Exhibition Setupv

1700 hours: 
Formal 

Inauguration 

followed by 
Conference Dinner

1200 hours:
Valedictory 
Function 

 



Preparation Guidelines:

 Cite Abstract title, Author(s) name and Contact details (email and telephone numbers along with full 

postal address)

 Use �Times New Roman Font�, Size 12. Tables, graphs, figures etc., can be part of papers

 Send Abstract and Full Length Papers by e-mail to the Congress Convener

 Posters should be sent by registered post or by hand

Awards of Excellence:

 All the registered participants will get participation certificate

 Cash rewards and certificate of excellence will be awarded for three BEST papers

 Cash rewards and certificate of excellence will be awarded for three papers / posters

 Mementos and certificates of excellence will be awarded for the three Exhibition Stalls

Congress Sessions:

Deliberations of the Congress would be designed as Plenary, Technical, Special, Working sessions and Poster 

Presentations.

As part of the side events the Congress would have Exhibitions on Disaster Management, Awards Night, Film 

Shows, Culture events and Nature Trails.  

Submission of Abstract (Max. 200 words)    

Acceptance of Abstracts       

Submission of Full Length Papers (Max 6,000 words)

Submission of Posters       

June 10, 2017

June 30, 2017 

July 31, 2017

August 15, 2017

Submission of Abstracts / Research Papers / Articles 
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  ABOUT VISAKHAPATNAM

Visakhapatnam, also called as Vizag or Visaka, is a major port and the largest city in State of Andhra Pradesh and 
the third largest city on the east coast of India after Kolkata and Chennai, with a population of approximately 1.3 
million. The city is nestled among the hills of the Eastern Ghats and faces the Bay of Bengal to the east. It is the 
administrative headquarters of Visakhapatnam district and is also home to the Eastern Naval Command of the 
Indian Navy. Visakhapatnam is often described as �The Jewel of the East Coast�. It has beautiful Virgin beaches, 
laterite hillocks, excellent connectivity and stunning landscape.

  VENUE:  GITAM UNIVERSITY

Founded in the Year 1980 by eminent intellectuals, industrialists and academia, Gitam University has been 
adjudged as one among top leaders in comprehensive education of global standards.  The Alumni is spread world 
over in various sectors both in technical and management tiers, research and consultancy. Gitam University 
brought Visakhapatnam region to the forefront of higher education with an innovative and multi-disciplinary 
approach and with its highly vibrant campuses, the University is an ideal venue for 3rd WCDM. Gitam University 
offers a congenial environment with its beautiful lawns state of the art conferencing facilities; and to top it all, sea 
face of Bay of Bengal.

  ANDHRA PRADESH

Andhra Pradesh is one of the 29 states of India, on the south eastern coast of the country. The State is the eighth 
2largest in India covering an area of 160.205 km  and tenth largest by population with over 49 million inhabitants. 

The northwestern portion of the State was bifurcated in June 2014 to form a new state of Telangana. The State 
Government is now developing its new capital Amaravati named after the ancient Buddhist capital and is situated 
between Vijayawada and Guntur. The State has coast line of 974 kms, the second longest after Gujarat. 

  About DMICS

Disaster Management Initiatives and Convergence Society (DMICS) was established in 2005, to enhance 
understanding and awareness among the people about the risks of various types and dimensions of disasters, and 
about the measures to be taken for reducing the risks, and for better preparedness, response and recovery through 
multi-disciplinary research and publications, and multi-stake holders and consultations the society as achieved this 
by conducting various activities, workshops, seminars, conferences and congress and networking with 
communities, governments, NGOs, Academic and research institutions, media, public and private sectors.

DMICS had been privileged to organize two such World Congresses in the last few years � first WCDM in 2008 and 
second WCDM in 2015. Both these events were hosted by Government of Andhra Pradesh. The dignitaries, 
scientists, experts from disaster management community, practitioners and other representatives have greatly 
appreciated the organization and outcomes of these world congresses. As a natural extension to these two events, 

rdthe 3  WCDM is envisaged with the thought leadership of Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India (NDMA 
and NIDM), and Government of Andhra Pradesh.

Convenor, 3rd WCDM

# 120 / 3RT, 10-3-640, Vijaya Nagar Colony, Hyderabad - 500 067, India.
Tel: 040-23305263, Fax: 040-23305265, Mobile: +91-7893222289

Email: dmics.future@gmail.com, dr.s.anandababu@gmail.com, 
Website: www.dmics.in, www.wcdm.info
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